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The Danube Experience



From Black Forest 
to Black Sea





Human activities 
damaged the Danube



Danube River
Protection Convention

29 June 1994
Sofia - Bulgaria

• Protection of water / ecological resources
• Sustainable use of water in Danube River Basin
• Reduce inputs of nutrients and hazardous substances



Contracting Parties

Bosnia & Herzegovina
Serbia
Montenegro
Romania
Bulgaria
Rep. of Moldova
Ukraine
European Union

Germany
Austria
Czech Republic
Slovakia
Hungary
Slovenia
Croatia



• Implementation of WFD has highest priority for ICPDR
• ICPDR is a platform for coordination
• Contracting Parties will make all efforts to achieve 

coordinated river basin management plan for DRB

3rd ICPDR Plenary Session
27-28 November 2000, Sofia

Implementation 
of EU WFD



Coordination
Mechanisms
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Stakeholder Involvement:
21 Observers

http://www.dredging.org/�
http://www.dredging.org/�
http://biology.usgs.gov/s+t/SNT/noframe/ms137f01.htm�
http://www.iad.gs/�
http://www.unesco.org/water/ihp/�


Significant Water 
Management Issues

Organic 
Pollution

Nutrient 
Pollution

Hazardous 
Substances Pollution

Hydromorphological
Alterations



Reflects

• Water status of the DRB waters

• Significant Water Management Issues

Includes
• Joint Programme of Measures
• Evaluation on measure implementation
Enables
• Conclusions on investment & funding 
• Potential link to Danube Strategy

Danube River Basin
Management Plan - 2009



Heart of DRBM Plan:

• Management objectives for each 
Significant Water Management Issue

• Measures on basin-wide scale

• Needs for future funding 

JPM addresses the problems in Danube River Basin

Joint Program
of Measures (JPM)



TransNational Monitoring 
Network (TNMN)



Case Study: 
Red Sludge Accident 2010

A levee breach of the sludge reservoir: 

• Large amount of industrial red sludge spill

• Loss and injury of human life

• Significant environmental damages

www.redsludge.bm.hu



Accident Emergency
Warning System





Feasibility study on re-opening of Iron Gate Dams

Habitat Continuity



Ministerial Meeting 
February 16, 2010



• Full implementation of 
Joint Programme of Measures

• Climate Change Adaption Strategy

• Sub-basin Management Plans

• Work towards inter-sectoral cooperation
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Next Steps



Joint Statement
on Navigation



Hydropower

Balancing economic 
interests…

…with 
environmental needs



Agriculture & Land Use

• Nutrients reduction
• Pesticide reduction
• Organic farming
• Soil erosion measures 
• Wetlands reconnection
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Business
Partnership

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/de/thumb/d/dd/ORF_logo.svg/709px-ORF_logo.svg.png&imgrefurl=http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bild:ORF_logo.svg&h=303&w=709&sz=12&hl=en&start=1&um=1&tbnid=e3dAO89HI3_WdM:&tbnh=60&tbnw=140&prev=/images?q=logo+orf&um=1&hl=en&sa=N�
http://www.borealisgroup.com/�


EU Danube Strategy

• High degree of political attention
• New impetus for projects
• Efficient prioritisation



Further information: www.icpdr.org

Thank you!
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